U.S. PRESIDENCY

September 12 and 16, 2012
Week 2:  Origins of the Presidency

Wednesday is the Feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary. The holy name of Mary bears such power because of the unique bond between Mother and Son. “When God sent his Son born of a woman, he instituted a once and for all order of salvation in which the union of Mother and Child stands at the center” (Romanus Cessario)
Prayer:
 Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that your faithful people, who delight in the name and protection of the most holy Virgin Mary, may, by her loving intercession, be delivered from all evils on earth and deserve to enter into everlasting joys in heaven.. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

A.
Review of Homework Assignment & Team Quiz

Wednesday Class -
RED TEAM:  
Suki Almeida, Benjamin Erste, Christiana Lee, Madison McCalister, Rebecca Roberts, Lydia Schweitzer, William Scott, Rosemary Wendt
WHITE TEAM:
Lizzie Almeida, Catherine Gaston, Courtney Lee, Catherine McManamon, Jacinta Roberts, Patrick Scott, 




Peter Stetson, John Paul Wendt
BLUE TEAM:

Mary Kathryn Bender, Nathaniel Hoydt, Anthony Macre, Elizabeth McManamon, Monique Sammut, 




Stephen Scott, Maria Wendt


Sunday Class – 
RED TEAM:  
Grace Beigel, Katie Hernon, Liz Martin, Flannery McGovern, Therésè  Nelson, Daniel Poulin, Kolbe Young
WHITE TEAM:
Catherine Beigel, Moira Hernon, Max Martin, Siena McGovern, Gabe Nelson, Catherine Venditti, Joseph Young
BLUE TEAM:

Gabriel Erickcon, Clare Langley, Teah Major, Francesca McGovern, John Poulin, Christine Venditti

B.
Current Events (Name at least three current events since last week’s Class)

1.















2.















3.














C.
Aristotle – identified three (3) basic forms of government:

 
Absolute Power

1. 


  (rule by one person

(  
despotism
2. 


  (rule by an elite group)
(
oligarchy
3. 


  (rule by the people)      
(
anarchy
(
tyranny
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Aristotle  (384 BC – 322 BC) was a Greek philosopher, a student of Plato and teacher of Alexander the Great. He wrote on many subjects, including physics, metaphysics, poetry, theater, music, logic, rhetoric, politics, government, ethics, biology and zoology. Plato (left) and Aristotle (right), a detail of The School of Athens, a fresco by Raphael. Aristotle gestures to the earth, representing his belief in knowledge through empirical observation and experience, while holding a copy of his Nicomachean Ethics in his hand, whilst Plato gestures to the heavens, representing his belief in The Forms. (Source: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)
D.
British & Colonial Executives
1. Constitutional Monarchy – assumed throne through inheritance and reigned for life.

2. British Parliament (the British legislature) – limited the monarch’s power.

(eg. King could declare war only if Parliament was willing to appropriate funds to finance).

a.
House of Commons - 








.

b.
House of Lords - 

  






.

3.
English Goals: To blend all three forms of government into one – monarchy in the king, aristocracy in the House of Lords, and democracy in the House of Commons - and to allow each element to check and balance the powers of the others.

4. American Colonies – were similar in structure to the British national government.

a. a governor -  









      .

b. an upper house of the legislature  -  





      .

c. a lower house of the legislature -  
     






                  
            Define the following:

            LEGISLATURE - 












            LEGISLATIVE - 












            LEGISLATOR - 












            LEGISLATION - 












5. Lessons Learned:

· The British & colonial governments were prone to abuse by executives who were hungry 
    

for power.

· Liberty is threatened by executive power & safeguarded by legislative power.

E.
The Continental Congress
1773
British Parliament passes Tea Act, leading to the Boston Tea Party.

1774
Parliament passes “Intolerable Acts”, punishing colonists for Boston Tea Party. 

British forces occupy Boston. First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia.

1775
American revolution begins with Battle of Lexington and Concord. Second Continental Congress appoints George Washington as Commander of Continental Army.

1776    Declaration of Independence signed. Congress adopts name United States of America.

British occupy New York City.

1777   
Congress adopts Stars and Stripes flag and endorses Articles of Confederation.  British  

        occupy Philadelphia & Washington’s Army spends winter at Valley Forge.
1780   Pennsylvania is first state to abolish slavery. British occupy Charleston, SC.
1781   French and American victory at Battle of Yorktown ends American Revolution.  Articles of

Confederation take effect.  Los Angeles founded by Spanish missionaries.
F. 
The Articles of Confederation
* Although the Declaration of Independence made in effect, each of the states an independent nation, they could not fight a common war against the British without some form of common government.

1. Minimal executive component (no national king would be tolerated).

2. Articles of Confederation & Perpetual Union adopted by Congress on November 15, 1777. Finally ratified by all states on March 1, 1781.

3. It was an alliance or “league of friendship”.

4. Each state, regardless of wealth or population, was represented equally.

5. The president, chosen by Congress, was no more than a presiding officer.

6. Congress created departments headed by appointed officials but monitored closely by Congress.

7. Few laws of consequence were passed - 






       .

8. Amendments to Articles of Confederation required 




          .

9. Congress had no power to tax the states or to enforce its own laws.
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G.
Peace with England
1782    British Parliament votes for peace with United States.
1783   Treaty of Paris signed (Sept 3), officially ending

   
American Revolution. Washington retires to 

Mount Vernon, Va.
1784
Congress ratifies Treaty of Paris.

1786 Annapolis Convention calls for revising Articles of Confederation.  Shays’s Rebellion begins in Massachusetts.

Question:  What was Shays’s Rebellion?   Homework Assignment
1787 Convention in Philadelphia writes Constitution and submits it to states for approval.

1788 Constitution ratified by New Hampshire (9th State to do so) and it takes effect.

1789 George Washington wins first presidential election unopposed.  Federal government begins meeting in New York City.
H. 
The Constitutional Convention (1787)

1.  
The Delegates: 
· Total Number:


· Number fought in the War:


· Number of current or former members of Congress:


· Number who Signed the Declaration of Indepence:


· Average Age:











2. Rules & Procedures:  Secrecy, reconsider decisions, each state will cast an equal vote.

3. The Presiding Officer:










4. Democracy vs. Republic:

Definition of a Democracy:  











Definition of a Republic:  











5. Proposals To Select a President: Seven times the method was changed!

a. The Virginia Plan – designed by James Madison. Provided for legislative selection of the president. It did not consider the average citizen capable of making a reasoned, unemotional choice. Perceived as a threat to the executive’s independence. Proposed a 7 year term to re-election.

b. Popular Election – Twice rejected by overwhelming votes. Not desirable or feasible because of the size of the country & existing poor communications.
c. Indirect Election – Popular sentiment could be expressed but would not dictate the selection. Proposed an indirect popular election through intermediaries called presidential electors. The presidential electors were to be chosen by states in a manner designated by the legislature. 

NOTE:  The number of electors for each state = ___________________________

              _____________________________________________________.


6.
The Federalist Papers
“The Federalist Papers were written and published during the years 1787 and 1788 in several New York State newspapers to persuade New York voters to ratify the proposed constitution. In total, the Federalist Papers consist of 85 essays outlining how this new government would operate and why this type of government was the best choice for the United States of America. All of the essays were signed "PUBLIUS" and the actual authors of some are under dispute, but the general consensus is that Alexander Hamilton wrote 52, James Madison wrote 28, and John Jay contributed the remaining 5.” Source:  http://www.foundingfathers.info/federalistpapers
7. 
The Anti-Federalist Papers
“During the period from the drafting and proposal of the federal Constitution in September, 1787, to its ratification in 1789 there was an intense debate on ratification. The principal arguments in favor of it were stated in the series written by Madison, Hamilton, and Jay called the Federalist Papers, although they were not as widely read as numerous independent local speeches and articles. The arguments against ratification appeared in various forms, by various authors, most of whom used a pseudonym. Collectively, these writings have become known as the Anti-Federalist Papers. We here present some of the best and most widely read of these. They contain warnings of dangers from tyranny that weaknesses in the proposed Constitution did not adequately provide against, and while some of those weaknesses were corrected by adoption of the Bill of Rights, others remained, and some of these dangers are nowcoming to pass.  Source:  http://www.constitution.org/afp/afp.htm



George Washington presiding at the Philadelphia Convention and the Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States. The central figures of the portrait are Alexander Hamilton and Benjamin Franklin.    Artist: Howard Chandler Christy (1873–1952)
“The price good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men” (Plato – Greek author & philosopher in Athens 427BC-347 BC)
“Politics is perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary” (Robert Louis Stevenson-Scottish author 1850-1894)
“Service of the common good require(s) citizens to fulfill their roles in the life of the political community.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church)
Closing Class Prayer:  Protect us, Lord, as we stay awake; watch over us as we sleep, that awake, we may keep watch with Christ, and asleep, rest in His peace. O God, keep us safe throughout this night that we may rise again with joy for your service, through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 

U.S. PRESIDENCY

Week 2:  Homework Assignment (September 12 & 16, 2008)

Student Name:  





.

1.
Define the following terms:

a. Monarchy – government by a king, queen or other monarch.
b. Aristocracy – A class of persons who are born into a high social position; nobility. Kings, queens, princes and dukes are members of the aristocracy.
c. Democracy – A government in which the supreme power is vested in the people and expressed directly by them rather than by elected representatives. A New Enland town meeting is a direct democracy because all of the people make decisions.
d. Republic – A form of government in which the authority belongs to the people. The people elect representatives to manage the government.
e. Anarchy – The condition of a country where there are no laws or government, disorder and confusion.
f. Despot – A system where the ruler has unlimited power or authority.
g. Tory –  A member of a British political party, founded in 1689, that was the opposition party to the Whigs and has been known as the Conservative Party since about 1832. An American who, during the period of the American Revolution, favored the British side. Also called Loyalist.
h. Prime Minister – The leader of a parliamentary government. Both Great Britain & Canada have prime ministers.
i.
Plebiscite – a direct vote of the qualified voters of a state in regard to some important public question. 

j.
Oligarchy – a government controlled by a small group for corrupt and selfish purposes.
              k.      Incumbent – the existing holder of a political office.
        l.
Plurality – The number of votes cast for a candidate in a contest of more than two candidates 
that is greater than the number cast for any other candidate but not more than half the total votes cast. 
2.  Identify the major event in American history most associated with the dates below:

1620 The Mayflower Compact


1917 U. S. enters World War 1




1776 Declaration of Independence


1929 The Great Depression





1787 Constitution accepted by Delegates

1941 Dec 7 Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, U.S. enters WWII








1812 War of 1812




1950 North Korea invades So. Korea, start of Korean War


1861 Civil War began



1957 Civil Rights Act of 1957






1865 End of Civil War, Lincoln Assassination
1963 President Kennedy Assassinated




1901 President McKinley shot in Buffalo

1967 Rev Martin Luther King & Atty Gen Robert Kennedy assassinated








2001 9/11 Terrorist attack & start of Afganistan War


3.
Go to Captain Mac’s U.S. Presidents blog at http://cptmacuspresidents2012.blogspot.com/ & look in the lower right hand corner under “US Presidents Useful Links” & click on the article “Why America Can’t Do Without Religion”. After reading William Simon’s article, answer the following questions:

a.
Did the founding fathers such as John Adams and James Madison have much faith in a democracy?  Why or why not?

b. What is “the eternal triangle of first principles” that was viewed as foundational for sustaining freedom by the framers of the Constitution?

_____________________











c.
Who is considered the Father of the Constitution?








d.
What was the cry of the contemporary French Republican revolutionaries and how did this contrast with the values of our Founding Fathers?
e.
What is the A.C.L.U.?










e.
In his article Simon quotes Polybius in as writing “when a commonwealth, after warding off many great dangers, has arrived at a high pitch of prosperity and undisputed power…the manner of life of its citizens will become more extravagant; and … the rivalry for office and in other spheres of activity will become fiercer than it ought to be. And as this state of things goes on more and more…this will prove the beginning of deterioration.”  Discuss this quotation with your parents and be prepared to draw any parallels, if any, with the situation in our country today.

4.  Describe briefly what was Shays’ rebellion and what effect did it have on the Constitutional Convention?

QUESTIONS FOR TEAM QUIZ – WEEK TWO

1.
Name a signer of the Declaration who became Vice Presidents of the U.S. 

John Adams  
2.
Name a signer of the Declaration who became Vice Presidents of the U.S. 

Thomas Jefferson  
3.
Name a signer of the Declaration who became Vice Presidents of the U.S. 

Elbridge Gerry  

4.
Name the only brothers that signed the declaration?



Richard & Francis Lee
5.
Which member of the Continental Congress did not sign the Declaration?

John Dickenson


6.
Name the cousins from Mass. who also signed the Declaration.


Sam & John Adams
7.
Which member of the Carroll family signed the Declaration of Independence?
Charles


8.
Which member of the Carroll family signed the U.S. Constitution?


Daniel
9.
Which member of the Carroll family was America’s first Bishop?


John
10.
Which of the signers is often depicted wearing a hat even indoors?


Stephen Hopkins
11.
Name the signer of the Declaration who served as the first Governor 

John Hancock

of Massachusetts.
12.
Name the signer of the Declaration who had a cancerous growth on his 

face and became President of Delaware in 1778.




Caeser Rodney
13.
In what year was the U.S. Constitution written?




1787

14.
In what year was the Treaty of Paris signed ending the American Revolution?

1783
15.
 In what year did Ohio join the Union?





1803
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