Course Syllabus - 2012
Course Title:

U.S. Presidency

Instructor:

Gerard M. McKeegan, R.Ph.

Credit:


0.5 Unit, one semester.

Description:
This course is offered every four years during a presidential election year and will satisfy the requirements for a basic civics class. It will emphasize the history of the U.S. Presidency and the creation of the political party system. It will examine the responsibilities of the President, Congress and the Court system and current issues involved in the year 2012 presidential election.

Placement:
High School students.

Objectives: 
Upon completion of this class, the student will be able to:

1.
Understand the process by which an U.S. President is nominated and elected.

2. Recognize the formal constitutional powers of the President.

3. Describe the governing relationship between the President, Congress, the Courts and the Federal bureaucracy.

4. Recognize the President’s role in budgeting, international diplomacy and war making.

5. Identify and compare the presidential and vice presidential candidates and key platform issues for the following political parties in year 2012 election: Republican, Democratic, Constitution, Libertarian, Natural Law and Green.
Evaluation and Student Responsibilities:
1. Examinations:  There will be a graded take-home mid-semester exam and final examination.

2. Class Attendance: Regular class attendance is expected of all students. Active participation in class discussions is highly encouraged.

3.   Homework Assignments:  Graded and ungraded written homework will be
      assigned most weeks. Team quizzes will also be used to follow-up on

      homework assignments or introduce new subjects.




4.    Grades:
The final course grade will be derived as follows:







Mid-Semester exam


30%







Final examination


40%







Homework & Team Quiz Grade
30%

Required Text:
The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2012. 
